All About Writing Directions
Here is how I usually teach the kids to write “All About” texts.  
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Watch a video or read a book all about an animal, person, place, or thing.   (You can find Wild Kratts videos on youtube.  These are great!  They are engaging for the kids and are based on real animals.  The Kratt brothers do a great job of imbedding plenty of facts during the episodes.)  

· Complete the “All About Template” graphic organizer                                                                             with an opening sentence, 4 facts about the topic and                                                         a closing sentence.  

This is done in multiple stages:

· Stage 1- I do all the writing on a piece of chart paper and the kids copy both the graphic organizer and the “All About” text on page 2 of the template.  This gives them an example for all the rest of their pieces.  (3-4 lessons)
· Stage 2- I complete the opening and closing sentences.  I have write 2 facts for the kids.  As a class we brainstorm other facts that I write on the board.  The kids copy the opening and closing sentences, and 2 facts.  They then pick 2 additional facts from those on the board to complete the graphic organizer.  They write their own text on the second page of the “All About” template.    (About 1 -2 weeks)
· Stage 3- The kids complete the template and the text completely independently.   (4 weeks)  
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